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Agenda for this session

1. OPDC Community Engagement team – introduction to the 
work to be undertaken by Soundings

2. Redesignation of the Neighbourhood Forum

3. Reports on OPDC Board agenda for 9th March

4. OPDC Outline Business Case and ‘delivery’ plans

5. Developments in the pipeline

6. HS2 grant funding for community projects

7. How French cities approach urban regeneration

8. Any other business



Item 2     Redesignation of the Forum

We had to apply to be ‘redesignated’ after five years since 2018

Public consultation held by OPDC, ended Feb 3rd

Total of 61 responses, broken down as below



2         Redesignation – latest position

OPDC Planning Committee approved the officer 
recommendation to redesignate OONF, at the Planning 
Committee on March 2nd.

Final step is OPDC Board on March 9th, which will consider the 
same officer report and the outcome at the Planning Committee.



Item 3     Board March 9th agenda items

• CEO report: Executive Director of Development post advertised and 
offered.  OPDC back at MIPIM this year.

• Planning report – see next slide

• Officer protocol revised – on ‘Chinese walls’ between ‘delivery’ and 
‘planning staff’ to avoid conflicts of interest

• Regeneration and Economic Development report – mainly Park Royal

• Delivery report – recommends approval to £2.4m spend in 2023/4 
on Old Oak West SOC and preparation. This adds to £3.1m spent on 
consultants since late 2019 (OONF analysis of individual approvals).



3 Planning report to OPDC Board March 9th

OPDC is doing more on enforcement (yellow house at WHR,        
60 Wesley Avenue).  Tri-borough regulatory group established.

Old Oak West SPD consultation will start formal stage Sept 2023 
with expected adoption Jan 2024 (a slow process).

Low levels of responses to OPDC consultations on draft SPDs on 
Planning Obligations (22) and  CIL charges (16).  These figures 
include OONF responses.



Item 4 OPDC ‘delivery’ and Outline Business Case

OPDC working on

• specific arrangements for organising the public land;

• a funding strategy to deliver infrastructure and assemble land

• a procurement strategy to secure a private sector master 
developer and investment partner(s). 

‘In discussion with private landowners within Old Oak West and 
seeking to acquire land by agreement, to be funded by the £50m 
GLA Land Fund Facility’.

Working draft of OBC needed by April/May



On which pieces of land at Old Oak are OPDC 
‘approaching landholders’ to acquire land or discuss 
development?
• Northern part of No.26 Channel Gate (bus depot)?
• No.24 Oaklands North?
• No.21 Willesden Junction Maintenance Depot
• No.10 Boden site?
• No.6 Bashley Road Metal Refinery?
• Nos 22 and 25 Westway Estate and site in Old Oak 

Common Lane?

Not sites 1, 11, 42, or main part of 26 as these are all 
HS2 compounds owned by DfT/HS2.
Not No.36 School Road as this at pre-app stage 
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Rail usage figures
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Item 5     Developments in the pipeline

Extract from report to OPDC Board

Whilst the pipeline of pre-applications and applications is very 
strong, and is the largest since OPDC’s inception, the need for 
second staircases in buildings over 30m in height, together with 
the on-going economic instability and time-lags due to the Covid 
pandemic has led to a reduction in approvals and starts on site. 

As such it looks unlikely that OPDC will meet its targets in these 
areas this year. It is expected that this will be made up for in 
coming years.



5 Developments that may now be stuck
Pocket Living, Atlas Wharf (consented but single stair and no Stage 2 consent)
Mitre Wharf Scrubs Lane (under 30m height, awaiting S106 but should get 
Stage 2 in due course)
Renault Garage site (has 44m high building and no Stage 2 consent)
1 Portal Way (awaiting OPDC decision for 15 months.  Redesign for 2nd stair?)
The Castle Pub, Victoria Rd (consented by LBE but S106 not signed. No Stage 2)
At pre-application stage and with buildings over 30m high
North Kensington Gate
5-7 Park Royal Road
Coronation Road South
Lords Builders Merchants/’Old Oak Wharf’
Holiday Inn Express, 152 Victoria Road
2 Scrubs Lane 

Application at 73 Stephenson 
Street (TITRA area) refused by 
officers under delegated powers, 
on multiple grounds.



5 Data centre adjoining Wesley Estate 



Item 6         HS2 CEF grant funding 

The below examples are purely illustrative and we welcome applications 
for any projects that will enhance the quality of life and the environment of 
communities disrupted by the construction of HS2.

• Improved pedestrian, equestrian, or cycle access not provided under 
statutory services;

• Landscape and nature conservation enhancement projects which 
increase biodiversity (including pop up interventions such as skip 
gardens);

• Enhancement or replacement of sports and recreational facilities;

• Improved access and enhancements to public open space;

• Provision of enhanced or new community facilities; and

• Refurbishment/re-use of historic buildings and monuments.



6.                  HS2 CEF webinar 

• Thursday 16 March: HS2 Community and Environment Fund 
(CEF) opportunities
CEF: https://cef1603.eventbrite.co.uk

• Time: 6-7pm
Location: via Microsoft Teams meeting
Please note registration closes at Midday on Wednesday 15 
March

https://cef1603.eventbrite.co.uk/


French examples of
urban regeneration 

Old Oak Neighbourhood Forum 
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Item 7  Urban regeneration in French cities

How does the UK and France now compare?

Similar population and history of ‘empire’

Paris is building 196,000 new suburban homes by 2030. 

In the outer metropolitan area of Paris, work underway on 68 
new stations and 200 km of new track, due for completion 
between 2024 and 2030.  (Yes, we have the Elizabeth line).

French ‘delivery vehicles’ for city regeneration move faster and 
with more genuine community involvement. 



Massy, a suburb 10 miles south of central Paris

20 years ago a station area with 
under-utilised industrial land.

Now replaced by dense, mixed-use 
blocks of offices, housing, & retail.

“One reason that a French suburb 
like Massy was able to create this 
sort of redevelopment is the French 
development tool called "ZAC," which 
allows municipalities to manage all 
aspects of development, from 
building form to streets to uses”.







“Paris Clichy Batignolles is a 
great urban development 
project:
—Massive park
—2 metro stations + tram
—3400 hsg units, 50% social 
+ 20% mid-income
—Office/retail/public uses
—85% of water heating & 
40% of power from on-site 
renewables
—Vacuum trash pickup”
Yonah Freemark

Housing numbers the same 
as for Channel Gate

Paris Clichy 
Batignolles





Another objective is to attract 

creative industry firms

A public redevelopment company 

known as SAMOA oversees 

development which will be 

completed in 2037.

The project includes a lot of 

consultation with urban 

stakeholders.



Any other business

Information and contact details for OONF

www.oldoakneighbourhoodforum.org

www.facebook.com/OldOakNeighbourhood

email address for the forum is oonforum@gmail.com

http://www.oldoakneighbourhoodforum.org/
http://www.facebook.com/OldOakNeighbourhood
mailto:oonforum@gmail.com
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