
Old Oak Neighbourhood Forum 
and Grand Union Alliance

October 6th 2020

On Zoom



Agenda for the evening

1. Welcome to the meeting

2. Notes of 8th September meeting – any matters 
arising

3. Update on HS2 works including the Wells 
House Road wall

4. OPDC Local Plan – what ‘modifications’ are 
being proposed

5. OPDC budget for 2020/21 and B&P Cttee

6. News from LB Ealing

7. OPDC Community Review Group









HS2 application on Old Oak Common Lane bridges



OPDC Local Plan

Original timetable was for Local Plan adoption in 
Spring 2017 – now forecast for late 2021



Where are the ‘modifications’?
OPDC changed direction in December 2019 to 
focus on the Western Lands

Commissioned a new masterplan from 
consultants Prior + Partners (£100k budget)

Further £40k spent on viability work from Savills

Report due on agenda of October 13th OPDC 
Board – publication delayed as a late item

Hence little information to go on

Public consultation on modifications due in 
November/December



Prior + Partners 2020 report



SLIDE OF THE ‘WESTERN LAND’ SHOWN AT OPDC BOARD 30 JAN 2020



OPDC plan to allocate 3,571 new housing units in this area – mainly on public land 
(shown in blue)





OONF/GUA and others have raised the issue of the lack of an 
‘eastern approach’ to the rail ‘hub’.   OPDC say ‘constructive 
discussions in progress with HS2’ Report to future Board.



OPDC having a rethink?
The CEO report on the October 13th Board agenda says that this 
is an ideal opportunity to work up approaches to regeneration 
that can address some of the emerging challenges and 
opportunities of the pandemic. 

OPDC are working on 4 ‘thematic missions’ one of which is 
‘locally focused centres’

Described as The lockdown demonstrated the possibility for 
London to enjoy high-density living without the stress and 
pollution associated with road traffic. Covid-19 has generated a 
renewed interest in the need for high quality and multi-purpose 
communities, with excellent access to local services and 
amenities. 



OPDC budget for 2020/21

Mayor’s ‘Budget Guidance’ to OPDC requires savings of £1m, 
from £7.8m to £6.8m.

GLA has agreed a request to carry forward £1.5m from 2019/20 
to 2020/21.  Allocated to fund UKPN power network 
expenditure.

Savings have been found against planned expenditure activities 
that are no longer possible because of Covid-19 restrictions, and 
have not involved any substantive cuts to staffing numbers or 
posts.

Budget to be reviewed by London Assembly Budget and 
Performance Committee on October 14th.

We could send to this committee some questions that we would 
like to be asked?



Possible questions for B&P committee
1. The committee’s session in March 2020 was due to examine 

whether the OPDC HIF Bid might reasonably be viewed as a 
dishonest attempt to secure £250 million of public money.  
This session was cancelled but the question remains.

2. OPDC now talk about applying for Single Housing 
Infrastructure Funding (SHIF).  Can OPDC be trusted on this?

3. OPDC commissioned a consultant’s report on masterplanning
for the ‘Western Lands’ costing up to £100k.  The resultant 
report is meaningless.  

4. The OPDC Local Plan is now running 4 years behind its 
programme set in 2015.

5. Might a large scale neighbourhood plan (as proposed in 
2017) delivered more responsive planning policies and site 
allocations for Old Oak – by now already put in place?

6. Is it time to consider closing down the Corporation and 
handing back planning responsibilities to the 3 Boroughs?



News from Ealing

Cllr Peter Mason has stepped down as Cabinet 
Member for Housing, Planning & Transformation

Cllr Julian Bell seems to have taken on this 
portfolio for the time being

Uncertainty over impact on timetable for new 
Local Plan preparation

LBE proposes to set up Community Review 
Panels and a Design Review Panel



OPDC Community Review Group

OPDC are recruiting new members to its 
Community Review Group

Recruitment being handled by Frame Projects

Flyer with info on the Group on OPDC website 
under Get involved with OPDC

Deadline for applications October 19th



Any other business

Contact details for OONF

www.oldoakneighbourhoodforum.org

www.facebook.com/OldOakNeighbourhood

email address for the forum is 
oonforum@gmail.com

http://www.oldoakneighbourhoodforum.org/
http://www.facebook.com/OldOakNeighbourhood
mailto:oonforum@gmail.com

